STAT Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/09/15 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000505120045-1

[}
3 e
EET |

THE NEW YORK TIMES
& April 1983

Link Seen to Recent Slaying of Fren

)
<

gent

By E. J.DIONNE Jr.
“Special to The New Yark Times
PARIS, April 5— The decision today

by the French Government to expel 47

Soviet officials has focused attention on

the unsolved murder of a-French.coun-

terespionnageofficer on Feb. 15.

- Intelligence-officials and -diplomats
.said nhe:émform:;ieon made public this
‘officer,-Lieut. :Col. Bernard Nut, =was |
killed by -a double agent.. Colonel Nurt |
was reportedly involved in intelligence |
workinItaly and, according tosome ac- ;
counts, _helped provide information to °
the Italian authorities on a conmection
betweenBulgarian intelligence-and the
attempt-on the life of Pope Johm Paul IT°
in 1981, -w- 0 Tiee e -

* Colonel “Nut has also been -credited -
with providing information to the Ital.-
ians that led to the arrest of Viktor
Pronin, & reputed Soviet agent who ‘was
attached to the Rome office of Aerofiot, .
the Soviet airline. Mr. Pronin was ar-
rested a few days before Colonel Nut’s |
i Qeath. o B ’ -

Unidentified * French -officials told
Agence _France-Presse today that the
j expulsion of the Soviet officials was not
linked to the Nut murder. They pointed
instead to the arrest last week of Pat-
rick Guerrier, a 25-year old archivist,
tor industrial espionage. But other ac-
counts by Agence France-Presse later
raised possible links between Colonel
Nut’s death and the expulsions.

Colonel Nut’s body was found in snow
off & quiet mountain road about 40 miles
north of Nice. His car had been spotted
'!bv a snow-plow operator who then

alerted the police. ’
1nitially, his death was thought tobe a
suicide, and intelligence sources spread
stories about Colonel Nut having been

depressed for sometime. - °

egm these explanations lost credibil-
ity because other members of the secret
services said that -he had been in &
cheerful mood and because a revolver
trom which three shots had been fired
was found six feet away from the body.. |
. .Amongthe mysteries in the case is-
the fact'no bullet was apparently found .
in the body, so that the connection with -
the revolver-could not be firmly estab- |
nsbed:l)thex'mystuisingludgtheiact !
that “the ;gas . gauge -on ‘the “French |
agent’s.car, which was tamdwith its .
radio -on, Tead empty, m_nd.that there
was 10 sign of struggie in'the snow In
the area where the body was :discov- -
ered. L L L el e
New .information made_public this-
week suggested that be had been killed
by someone he knew, possibly someone
with whom he had eaten dinner. Ballis- |
tics tests showed that he had been shot
trom several vards away, -and the au--
topsy found that he had eaten and drunk-
alcoho} within three hours of his death.

Two leads are being pursued. One ip-

volves a romantic link between the colo-
pel and a Lebanese woman. The other
involves -murder by-a .double agent.
Press accounts and somme officials have
raised the possibility that Coionei -Nut.
had discovered the identity.¢f a-double |
agent or that he had unearthed more in- |

| formation on the assassination atternpt |

and Mr. Guerrier’s arrest- last week

drew support trom Western intelligence
reports last week. These reports, which
also predicted that the French were
planning to expel a large numbex;.of
Soviet officials, said many of those wno
would be expelied were experts in tech-
nical and scientific matters.

Mr. Guerrier had photocopied docu-
ments at an industrial company and
passed them to officials of the Soviet
Embassy whom the police identified on
Friday as -agents of the K.GB. i

French officials-said the Guerrier
case was one of a number of similar in-
cidents involving the-theft of French.
technology. S T
| Reagan Administration officials have
repeatedly argued that the Soviet Union
has used Western technological infor-
mation of & nonmilitary nature in jts
Weapons prugrams. T
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